
There is hope and 
that hope is you!
Over the years, our experience has 

taught us that the proportion of students 

displaying low readiness skills in 

kindergarten—both at the start and end of 

the school year—in lower income areas is 

dramatically higher than schools in other 

areas. 

Additionally, 55% of all students entering 

kindergarten in lower-income areas self- 

identify as First Nations, Métis or Inuit. 

During the past year, in an effort to be 

responsive to the needs of the community, 

as well as responding to our call to social 

justice and to the Truth and Reconciliation 

Calls to Action, we have embarked on the 

process of gathering community support in 

order to offer full-time kindergarten in 10 

targeted schools.  

If you could see the 
joy on her face!
Kindergarten children learn with their 

whole bodies, their minds and their hearts! 

Compared to half day programs, research 

shows that full day kindergarten results 

in higher achievement in later grades, 

greater developmental competence and 

less frustration, more positive pro-so-

cial and behavioural outcomes and 

greater independence and confidence! 

Children have more time and opportunities 

for experimenting with language, exploring 

topics in depth and building both literacy 

skills and relational skills. When they feel 

competent, they feel joy! 

We can provide the opportunities for 

each child to reach their God-given 

potential and achieve great things! We 

recognize the importance of providing 

high quality early learning environments 

for all students. Strong, early childhood 

education programs establish a 

foundation for lifelong learning and 

positive social development. 

According to the Ministry of Education’s 

Early Years Evaluation, only 59 per cent 

of Saskatchewan children going into 

Kindergarten arrive at school fully ready to 

learn. Sometimes, half-time kindergarten 

programming (which is all that is funded by 

the province) isn’t enough to achieve the 

provincial goal for 90 per cent of students 

to exit Kindergarten  ready for learning 

in primary grades. And that doesn’t give 

the solid foundation needed to reach the 

provincial goal of 80 per cent of Grade 3 

students reading at or above grade level.  

In every 
child exists  

immense 
potential 

Let’s make
a difference
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of children in 

Saskatchewan 

arrive at 

kindergarten fully 

ready to learn.

of children from 

low income 

neighborhoods of 

Saskatoon arrive 

at kindergarten 

fully ready to learn.

59% 38%



Can you imagine?
Making sure all children get a good start 

in life leads to a better quality of life for 

Saskatchewan people. It reduces the risk of 

poverty and improves school readiness, health 

and wellness. It also reduces employment and 

education gaps for First Nations and Métis 

people and improves graduation rates and 

lifelong success for all citizens.  

Each stage of a child’s early years, from the 

prenatal stage to age eight, has the potential to 

define his or her future. When social, physical, 

emotional and academic development is 

nurtured, children have the opportunity to 

reach their potential! 

Yes, you can make 
turnarounds  
like this possible!
The efforts of one can’t move mountains. It is 

the strength of us all working together that can 

make this change possible! We are inviting 

you to support our vision of enhancing 

kindergarten programs in 10 targeted schools. 

For each year of programming, our goal is to 

raise one million dollars. To give is to invest 

yourself in the life of someone else! 

We have the power to 
make this change! 
Leave your mark on this world by giving a 

donation! 

• $1,000,000 would provide enhanced 

Kindergarten in all 10 high priority schools

• $500,000 would provide enhanced 

Kindergarten in 5 high priority schools

• $300,000 would provide enhance 

Kindergarten in 3 high priority schools 

• $200,000 would provide enhanced 

Kindergarten in 2 high priority schools

• $70,000 would provide four additional 

support staff to support programming in 

enhanced Kindergarten

• $50,000 would provide nutritional snacks 

and lunches for children in all 10 enhanced 

Kindergarten programs

• $30,000 would provide needed furniture for 

1 enhanced Kindergarten program

• $7,000 would provide needed supplies for 

all 10 enhanced Kindergarten programs.

Any amount given to support Saskatoon’s 

youngest learners will make a difference for 

the child, their family, the community and our 

province!  

It is hard to identify any 

other single issue that can 

have such a large payoff to 

individuals, the economy 

and society than literacy.  

Literacy Matters; A Call for Action, TD Bank 

Financial Group, 2018

Let’s achieve this 
change together! 
Your contribution will have a positive impact 

on the health, wellness and education of the 

child and our community! Let us recognize 

your organization for being a change maker!

Please join us. For more information, please 

contact Jenise Vangool at  

jvangool@gscs.ca or 306-659-7147. 

If you require a charitable receipt, please 

make your cheque payable to: Greater 

Saskatoon Catholic Schools Foundation Inc., 

and indicate donation to be directed to GSCS 

Early Learning.

A good start leads 
to long-term life

improvements


