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Faith Inquiry Final Report
See, Think, Wonder: What is important to youth about Catholic school community?

In May, 2016, student researchers from thirteen GSCS schools answered the question ‘What is important to youth
about Catholic school communitye’ at an exhibit entitled See, Think, Wonder at the Gordon Snelgrove Gallery.
Students began a dialogue about their perspectives of Catholic school communities by inviting their peers, families,
friends and school decision-makers to view their responses. Attendees were astounded by the breadth and depth of
students’ images and written reflections. The strengths and challenges they identified were surprising and insightful.
Our youth hope that the conversation has only just begun. We wonder how we can include their perceptions, unique
lenses, and voices in crucial conversations about our Catholic school landscape.

Four themes emerged from this photovoice inquiry: Spirit, heart, place and mind. The “spirit” theme highlighted
students’ appreciation for the freedom to express faith and beliefs in a safe and accepting learning environment
— whether the students were Catholic or not. Their photos referenced religious
imagery, spiritual exploration (including First Nations spirituality), and metaphors
that communicated the relational experience.

“Heart” spoke to the strong need for belonging and acceptance within their
peer groups and school communities for personal and educational health and
wellness. Their photos depicted the importance of friendship, stewardship, and
the acceptance of diversity, as well as the
ongoing challenges of bullying, racism, issues
of poverty, stereotyping, and exclusion.

Photos of students’ physical school environments
were categorized under the theme of “place.”
Many students were startled by and responded to
the disparity between school facilities. Students in
newer schools gained appreciation for their libraries,
collaborative spaces and the aesthetics that they
enjoyed every day. The need for green spaces —
whether it was a call for more natural features in their
schoolyards or gratitude for the large windows that
invited light and nature into their classrooms, was
also highlighted.

The theme of “mind” highlighted resources such as textbooks,
library books, working and accessible tfechnology, as well as experiential and collaborative
learning opportunities. Their responses featured the importance of making decisions
regarding their own learning path, positive relational environments, and the value of
inquiry. Our youth want to ask questions, challenge the status quo, and be encouraged
to think critically about and connect to their world.

This project is proudly supported by
contributions to the Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools Foundation
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Foundation Grant Project Reports

Blessed Mother Teresa: Celebrating Our Namesake
Mother Teresa School

The staff and students of Mother Teresa School held
a school-wide refreat Wednesday, March 2nd,
2016. Activities centered on the life and virtues of
Mother Teresa. Starting with whole group activities
in the gym led by staff and students, the classes
were engaged in small group activities including art
projects, discussions and presentations by Darcie Lich;
Coordinator of Religious Education. Darcie closed the
day with a school presentation of the ‘Pooling Our
Love for Friendship Inn' food collection which they
participated in. A cross made of pencils created by
all students that day now adorns the wall in the library
with her quote: “We are all pencils in God’s hands.”

Mother Teresa will be canonized in September 2016
and at the school’s celebration they will have the
cross blessed.

Initiatives Promoting Spiritual Growth
Father Vachon School

Staff and the parent community at Father
Vachon School discerned that some type of
spiritual retreat experience would be beneficial
to prepare our Grade 8 students for high school.
It was envisioned that a one-day Farewell
Retreat would support the Grade 9 transition
process. It was decided to explore the province
for a unique venue for the Farewell Retreat. In
partnership with Father Gerard Cooper, our
parish priest at St. Patrick, it became possible to
ufilize the St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission
in Bruno, SK as the refreat location.

High school fransition is an important step for
Grade 8 students and it is necessary for them
to reflect and plan for the future in a prayer
focused context. The Farewell Retfreat provides
the students with an opportunity to connect,
relax and pray. The experience allowed the students fo thank God for His blessings and to deeply examine the ways
in which they can be faithful servants of the Lord. St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission provided an atmosphere
conducive to this spiritual retreat opportunity and it would not be possible to use this facility without the amazing
support from the Foundation.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Foundation Grant Project Reports (continued)

Sharing Our Faith
Bishop Filevich School

Because students come from alll
over the city to aftend Bishop
Filevich Ukrainian Bilingual school,
staff believe it is important to
attend Divine Liturgies at each
of the three Ukrainian Catholic
churches in Saskatoon. In the
Byzantine rite, in addition to the
Divine Liturgies, there are many
feast days that are celebrated as well. A student refreat planned by staff was held to help students grow individually
in their faith. The Foundation Grant funds helped to provide bussing for the entire school to celebrate the Divine
Liturgy at the various parishes in the Eparchy. Fr. Michael Smolinski C.Ss.R. at Ss Peter and Paul church celebrated with
them and also blessed the icons the Gr 5 class created.

Initiatives Promoting Spiritual Growth - Rosary Club
St. Maria Goretti School

The project took place for 5
weeks in January and February
during lunchtime for the grade
1 — 3 students and involved 50+
primary students. A small group
of Grade 6/7/8 student leaders
assisted staff members. Students
were taught how to pray, while
making their own disciple kit
to take home. A decade of
the Rosary was prayed and
students completed one part of
our disciple kit each week.

Week 1: Our Call to be a Disciple: Our Baptism — Students filed and decorated Holy water bofttles. Father Andre
Lalach blessed the school and the water and stopped in each class after lunch.

Week 2: Invited to Pray with Our Mother Mary — Students prepared a bag with a hand tag, “Hands of Christ”, to hold
their disciple kit. This reuseable canvas bag can be used many fimes for groceries or books.

Week 3: Disciple Detectives: Recognizing Gifts — Students decorated a small prayer notebook and a fancy pen.
They had time to be detectives in the school, identifying the gifts of others, and recording their observations in the
notebooks.

Week 4: Visible Sign of our Faith — Students created beautiful crosses and medals to wear. They adorned these crosses
and miraculous medals with metallic beads.

Week 5: And...Action! — Students received a prayer booklet, completing their disciple kits. After praying the Rosary
together, they shared a “fishers of faith” related treat of goldfish crackers and nut free trail mix. With Disciple kit in
hand, students headed out in to the world to share the Good News!

In May staff and students gathered in prayer as a large school group where all students actively participated in
the Living Rosary. This year the Rosary Club participated in and celebrated prayer and discipleship within their
community.
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Holy Cross Courtyard Project
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Staff and Students Build the
New Courtyard Made Possible by Generous Donations

Before the HCHS renovations from 2012-15, the HC Environmental Club came up with a design for the grounds in
between the Social Sciences and English wings. At that fime the east side was open. In 2003, we had moved the
vegetable garden out of those grounds and re-located them to the northeast fence because of drainage problem:s.
The original design for the courtyard was for an elaborate deck off the staff room. The plans were put on hold untfil
after the renovations were complete in 2015. A new hallway of classrooms created an enclosed inner courtyard with
drainage pipes off the roof to the center of the courtyard.

The EC then came up with a new plan involving an art installation designed by Roberta Ross and the Club. Roberta
received a $10,000 Art Grant for a Medicine Wheel made of 800 glass and cement stepping stones in the middle of a
giant cross made of bricks. In the winter and spring of 2014-15, HCHS students led by Bevan Bradley, Roberta, and the
EC created the stepping stones following the holistic themes, colours, and directions of physical, emotional, mental,
and spiritual parts of the Medicine Wheel. We installed the stepping stones and bricks in the fall of 2015 and the plan
was to have Ron Blais and his Industrial Arts class build a modest deck with an orchard around the courtyard with
picnic benches for the students. An anonymous donor increased the budget hugely and the deck has doubled in
size and quality and the extra funds have allowed for brick wheelchair pathways from the Transition hallway doors.
In the fall of 2016 lawn sod will be laid and shrubberies and trees planted. Future additions will include wheelchair
accessible garden boxes along the sunny east side and the plan is to let the courtyard evolve as future generations
of students add to and modify the inner courtyard.

PAGE FIVE



SCHOLARSHIPS
TO ALL HIGH SCHOOLS:

Alice & Frank Risling
Jubilee 2000 Scholarship
Jonita Topacio - Bethlehem

Aaron Omelan - Bishop James Mahoney

Desiree Balon — BishopMurray
Sabrina Dickens - E.D. Feehan
Anna Little - Holy Cross
Shania Duquette - Oskayak
Kate Novecosky - St. Joseph

Bob Auser Memorial Award
Sterling Collins - Bethlehem
Victor Janvier — Bethlehem
Sean Otterbein - Bethlehem

Matthew Enns — Bishop James Mahoney

Ashton Palaniuk - E.D. Feehan
Brooklyn Matchap - E.D. Feehan
Britain Barlow — Holy Cross
Beniam Mulugheta — Holy Cross
Arvid Pirness — Holy Cross

William Walker — Holy Cross
Kirsten Wenzel — Holy Cross
Christine Scherr - St. Joseph
Jessica Skuce - St. Joseph

Lana Baver Memorial Scholarship
Marina Sorokotiaguine —Bethlehem

Madison Aamodt - Bishop James Mahoney

Bryce Bevans - Bishop Murray
Matthew Ehrlich — Holy Cross
Emmanuel Wani - E.D. Feehan
Kally Kiskotagan — Oskayak
Tanner Bowden - St. Joseph

Kiwanis Club of Riversdale Scholarship
Zam Kim - Bethlehem

Our Lady of the Prairies Foundation
Scholarship
Allen Alemania - Bethlehem
Lucas Korol - Bishop James Mahoney
Alice Bulmer - Bishop Murray
Daphne Eser - E.D. Feehan
Dawson Holm — Holy Cross
JoHannah Angus — Oskayak
Matthew Thompson - St. Joseph

Principals’ Association Scholarship
Aimée Scherr - Bishop Murray

Kim Sawchuk Memorial Scholarship
Angelo Kimpton — Bethlehem
Angela Granada - E.D.Feehan

Year of the Metis Legacy Award
Colby Bilodeau - Bethlehem
Thomas Johnston — Holy Cross

Congratulations!

Many scholarships, bursaries and
awards are administered by
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools
Foundation Inc.

Congratulations fo the 2015-2016
recipients.

SCHOLARSHIPS SPECIFIC TO
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS:

BETHLEHEM CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL:

Walter Podiluk Memorial Scholarship
Jazlyn Martens

BISHOP JAMES MAHONEY HIGH
SCHOOL:

Community of Saints Award
Eric Turcotte

Guy Giroux Memorial Scholarship
Ryan Torgerson
Michael Gronsdal
Mary Rogoz

Alysia Risling Award for Excellence
in Sciences
Kassy Strautman

SRK Consulting Scholarship
Eric Turcotte

BISHOP MURRAY HIGH SCHOOL:

Spirit Award
Alastair Chalmers

Rick Smith Memorial Award
Michael Klassen

E.D. FEEHAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL:

Raymond & Elaine Boyle Scholarship
Roanne Camalig

Clavelle Scholarship
Joshua Fandrey

E.D. Feehan Alumni Scholarship
Nicholas Belfour

Grads of 1996 Scholarship
Gregory Jackson

Grads of 1999 Scholarship
Ryan Gaspar

Grads of 2002 Scholarship
Quaneisha Muzyka

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL:

Brett Boechler Memorial Scholarship
Claire McKenzie

Curtis Dayday Memorial Scholarship
Thomas Johnston

Holy Cross Parent Council Art Award
Anna Morozova

Christopher Roy Memorial Scholarship
David Marsh

Zachary Semenoff Music Scholarship
Jacob Reaser
Jonathan Zimmer

Donald Zuck Family Award
John Couture

OSKAYAK HIGH SCHOOL:

Judge Richard J. Kucey Memorial
Scholarship
Serena Garvin

ST. ANGELA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

Ray Weinkauf Memorial Bursary
Aiden Beaudry
Raya Iglesias

ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL:

Chaplaincy Award
Jillian Jaeb

Guardian Legacy Scholarship
Alison Hildebrandt
Tania Jabou
Jesse Florizone

Marlene Panko Scholarship for
Excellence in Mathematics
Cara Remai

Lynn Quinn Scholarship
Carlos Buerano

ST. MARY COMMUNITY SCHOOL:

Gregoire-Baillargeon Bursary
Kalan Kakum-McKay
Layla Stone
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Your Money at Work

2015 Grants to Schools based on grant application requests
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Bishop Filevich
Bishop Klein
Bishop Pocock
Bishop Roborecki
Cardinal Leger
Father Robinson
Father Vachon
Georges Vanier
Holy Family
Mother Teresa
Pope John Paul Il
St. Angela

St. Anne

St. Augustine

St. Augustine Humboldt
St. Bernard

St. Dominic

St. Dominic Humboldt
St. Edward

St. Frances

St. Gabriel Biggar
St. George

St. Gerard

St. John

St. Luke

St. Marguerite

St. Maria Goretti
St. Mark

St. Mary

St. Matthew A

St. Matthew B

St. Michael

St. Paul

St. Peter

St. Philip
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St. Volodymyr

Sister O'Brien

Bethlehem

Bishop James Mahoney

Bishop Murray

E.D. Feehan

Holy Cross

St. Joseph

Student Leadership Conference
Youth & Liturgy Training Sessions
Day to Day Bibles

ELO Catalyst Teachers Project

Rosary Clubs
Bishop Filevich
Bishop Klein
Bishop Pocock
Father Robinson
Father Vachon
Georges Vanier
Mother Teresa
Pope John Paul Il
St. Augustine

St. Bernard

St. Dominic

St. George

St. Marguerite
St. Maria Goretti
St. Mark

St. Mary

St. Matthew

St. Peter
Bethlehem

St. Joseph
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Schools Win Twice 2015 Raffle catholic School Community Council/Schools Proceeds

Bishop Filevich $1,705.00
Bishop Klein $ 1,126.00
Bishop Pocock $ 1,931.00
Bishop Roborecki $4,095.00
Cardinal Leger $ 6,123.00
Father Robinson $2,774.00
Father Vachon $3,394.00
Georges Vanier $4,061.00
Holy Family $2,467.00
Mother Teresa $ 3,919.00
Pope John Paul Il $ 4,178.00
St. Angela $1,643.00

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

Anne $ 1,122.00 St. Maria Goretti
Augustine $2,463.00 St. Mark
Bernard $2,234.00 St. Matthew
Dominic $ 1,407.00 St. Paul

Edward $1,877.00 St. Peter
Frances $2,352.00 St. Philip
Gabriel (B) $1,925.00 St. Volodymyr
George $1,744.00 Saskatoon French
Gerard $4,439.00 Sister O'Brien
John $ 1,757.00 Holy Cross

Luke $1,350.00 St. Joseph
Marguerite $3,310.00

Total Disbursements benefiting Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools

1995
1996

1997
1998
1999
2000
2001

2002
2003
2004
2005

A PP PP PP PP

$
$

55,493 2006

73,387 2007

86,400 2008

157,078 2009
118,796 2010
178,348 2011
276,894 2012
144,178 2013
184,341 2014
206,300 2015
231,954

$ 281,819
$ 289,467
$ 270,423
$ 761,260
$ 499,689
$ 656,042
$ 461,981
$ 671,513
$ 538,038
$ 621,841

Total Disbursements 1995 - 2015
*$6,765,242 *

$2,052.00
$2,915.00
$8,532.00
$1,848.00
$ 4,619.00
$1,668.00
$ 1,717.00
$3,465.00
$2,575.00
$1,100.00
$1,694.00
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Greater Saskatoon Catholic

‘ Schools Foundation Inc. Enclosed is my gift in the form of:
foundation.gscs.sk.ca [OCheque [JVISA [JMasterCard
[JMonthly Donation

Donation Form

Card #
Expiry Date:
es /
| wish to support the Greater Saskatoon Catholic Signature:

Schools Foundation Inc.
Please make cheques payable to:

Name; Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools Foundation Inc.
Address: 420 - 22nd Street East, Saskatoon SK S7K 1X3

Phone 306-659-7003

Tax receipts will be issued for all donations over $10.00.

Charitable Registration #14074 1398 RR0001
Phone:

Amount [ ] j Ac.m@ou/

-|- For employees of Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools

Greater Saskatoon Catholic Founder's Circle
Employee Payroll Deduction Plan

‘ Schools Foundation Inc.

foundation.gscs.sk.ca

| hereby authorize and instruct St. Paul’s R.C.S.S.D. #20 to deduct $ per month from my
salary commencing (dd/mm/yy) and continuing until further written notice is provided.

Please indicate targeted area of choice by checking the M

$1.60 [] penny an hour ($1.60) per month that will be matched by St. Paul’s R.C.S.S.D. #20
for Staff & Student Spiritual Wellness.

[] Faith [ ] Educational Excellence [ ] Compassion [ | General

Please print:

NAME:

For
LOCATION: Payroll Purposes:

DATE: [ ]Teacher
[]Support

SIGNATURE:

One time donation $

Please make cheque payable to GSCS Foundation or
call in your credit card number to 306-659-7003.

Completed forms can be returned to the Foundation
through the interschool delivery.




